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TWO MELANESIAN PIDGIN TEXTS (WITH COMMENTARY) | 
Robert A. Hall Jr., Brown University 


Ti. ‘lepun i 'lukawtim 'prktntni. ‘em i 'brgfela, 'naw ‘'nadarwan 
‘men i '‘lajk 'krézm i ‘kam 'bek. 'naw 'em i 'stap. ‘lepun i 'stroy 
'tumas. 

‘An old man looked after the child. When he was big, another man 
wanted to take him away. But the child remained. The old man was 
very firm (i.e. not to be persuaded).’ 


T2. ‘putim 'hef 'Sel 'lon ‘ars 'brlon ‘mami. 'naw ‘em i 'go 


‘antap, ‘em i 'éuwelap. 'spos 'ju 'no 'putim, i 'lonfela 'natzy. 

‘Put a piece of (coconut) shell near the base of the yam. Then 
it (the vine) will be tall, and it (the yam) will swell up. If you 
do not put it (the shell), the yam will be only long and thin.’ 


(Texts furnished by Miss Phyllis M, Kaberry) 


$1. Phonemes are the following. Vowels: /i, I, e, €, &, a, 2, 9, 
v, u/. Semivowels (phonemically functioning as consonants): /Jj, w/. 
Consonants: unvoiced plosives /p, t, k/; voiced plosives /b, d, @g/; 
voiced nasals /m, n, y/; fricatives, unvoiced and voiced, /f, v/; 
unvoiced sibilants /s, $/; affricates, unvoiced and voiced /&, &/; 
voiced trill /r/; voiced lateral /1/; aspiration /h/. Native speak- 
ers of English pronounce these as in their native dialects; American 
English speakers have for /a/ the sub-phonemic variants [a, A, 2] 
according to their customary pronunciation: 'nadarwan ['nadarwan ] 
‘another’. Non-English speakers of Melanesian linguistic background 
usually make the following substitutions in the consonant series: 
[p] or [>] for /f, v/; [s] for /%, %/; [%#] or [8] for /&/; omission 
of /h/. Thus: ‘haf ['ep] ‘piece’; ‘Sel ['sel] ‘shell’; 'krémm 
{'krstm] ‘take him’; 'prézn ['prSzn, 'préin] ‘bird’. Non-English 














1.6.2 STUDIES IN LINGUISTICS 


speakers usually either simplify consonant clusters: ‘ars ['as] 
‘bottom’, or intercalate epenthetic vowels: 'stap [s1'tap] ‘be, re- 
main’, 'spos [sr'pos, sa'pos] ‘hypothetically’ 

There are three non-linear phonemes of stress: ordinary /'/, em- 
phatic /"/, and sub-ordinary or caressive (no symbol). Stress is of 
the normal English type, and usually falls on the first syllable of 
each word. There are four non-linear phonemes of intonation: declar- 
ative (with sub-types: final [.] and semi-final [,]), exclamatory 
/'/, interrogative /?/, and potential-dubitative /%/; the first 
three are similar to English intonations, and the fourth is rare. 

$2. Grammatical structure. The minimal unit of utterance is the 


Sseaeaeseeaese sees esse sass 
i 


word; maximal, the clause. Parts of speech are: noun, adjective, 
pronoun, verb, adverb, and preposition. The only bound morphemes 
are: -fela, added to monosyllabic and certain other adjectives used 
attributively or in predicates, and also added to first and second 
person pronouns to form plurals; -ap ‘up’, -awt ‘out’, and -we 
‘away’, adverbial suffixes added to verbs; -1m, objective suffix, 
added to verbs used with a direct object either present or implied 
in context; and i, third-person predicate-marker. 

Words may be combined in non-maximal groups or phrases, equiva- 
lent in function to an individual word as a part of speech. 

The basic element of the clause is the predicate, which normally 
consists of agent-marker + center (which is either substantive, ad- 
jective, verb, or equivalent phrase). Agent-markers = first or 
second person pronouns, or the third-person predicate marker i; 
agent-marker may be omitted in imperative clauses. The center of 
the predicate may be preceded by the negative adverb 'no. The pred- 
icate used alone normally gives an indefinite reference; addition 
(usually prefixation) of a subject (noun, pronoun, or equivalent . 
phrase) renders the reference definite. The predicate may also be 
used alone with zero-anaphora for a subject implied in the context, 
whether linguistic or practical; and predicates or clauses may serve 
as adjectival modifiers in noun-phrases, and as complements in 


the 


verbal phrases. 
Full clauses are of two types: actor-action (predicate = verb or 


verbal phrase) and equational (predicate = substantive or adjective, 


or equivalent phrase). 











HALL: MELANESIAN PIDGIN 1.6.3 


§3. Commentary, arranged by sentences. The order of analysis is: 
first the clause, then its phrases, then the words if necessary. 
The accent-marks are omitted up to the point where words are ana- 
lyzed. The following abbreviations are used: = ‘is equal to, con- 
sists of’; aa ‘actor-action’; adj ‘adjective, -al’; adv ‘adverb, 
-ial’; am ‘agent-marker’; cl ‘clause’; compl ‘complement’; ctr 
‘center’; dir ‘direct’; eq ‘equational’; imper ‘imperative’; indef 
‘indefinite’; introd ‘introductory’; n ‘noun, nominal’; neg ‘nega- 
tive’; num ‘numeral’; obj ‘object, -ive’; pers ‘person, -al’; phr 
‘phrase’; pm ‘predicate-marker (third person)’; pred ‘predicate’; 
prep ‘preposition, -al’; pron ‘pronoun, pronominal’; subj ‘subject’; 
suff ‘suffix’; vb ‘verb, -al’. 

T1.1:; aa cl = subj lepun n ‘old man’ + pred i lukawtim prkinini 
‘look-out-for child’ = am i pm + ctr lukawtim prkiniIni vb phr = 
kernel lvkawtim vb +-~-dir obj prkrnrtni n. Noun lepun ‘old person’ 
may also be used as adj ‘old’. Verb 'lukawtim = 'luk vb ‘look’ + 
-awt adv suff ‘out’ + -Im obj suff. 

T1.2, first cl: eq cl = subj em ‘he’3rd pers pron + pred i big- 
fela ‘(is) large’ = am i pm + ctr brgfela adj. Pron em is used for 
all genders and numbers; antecedent here is prkminini (T1.1). Adj 
'bigfela = 'big adj ‘large’ + -fela adj suff. 

T1.2, second cl = introd adv naw ‘then’ + aa cl = subj nadarwan 
men n phr ‘another man’ + pred i lajk krézm i kam bek ‘want-to get- 
him (so that he) come back’. Noun-phrase nadarwan men = attribute 
nadarwan indef adj ‘another’ + head men n ‘man’; adj ‘nadarwan = 
‘nadar- indef stem + 'wan num adj ‘one’. Pred = am i pm + ctr lajk- 
kréim i kam bek vb phr = kernel lajk modal vb ‘want’ + vb compl. 
krémm i kam bek vb phr = kernel krérm vb ‘get (him)’ + pred (used 
as compl) i kam bek = am i pm + ctr kam bek vb phr = kernel kam vb 
‘come’ + compl bek adv ‘back’. Verb 'krézm = 'kré vb ‘get’+ -zm obj 
suff, with anaphora for noun prkinini (71.1). Predicate used as 
complement of verb indicates purpose or result. 

T1.3 = introd adv naw ‘then, but’ + aa cl em i stap = subj em 
Srd pers pron ‘he’ + pred i stap ‘remain’ = ami pm + etr stap vb. 
Pronoun em refers to noun prkinini (T1.1). | 

T1.4: aa cl = subj lepun n ‘old man’ + pred i stron tumas ‘is 
very firm’ = am i pm + ctr stron tumas vb phr = kernel stron vb 
‘be-firm’ + adv compl tumas adv ‘very much’. 















































1.6.4 STUDIES IN LINGUISTICS 


T2.1: aa cl = pred (whole cl) = ctr (whole cl) vb phr = kernel 
putim vb ‘put’ + dir obj hef $e€1 n phr ‘piece (of) shell’ + adv 
compl lop ars brlon mami adv phr ‘near bottom of yam’. Verb'puvtim = 
‘put vb ‘put’ + -zm obj suff. Partitive n phr hef 3cl = head hef n 
‘piece’ + attribute $¢l n ‘shell’. Adv phr log ars brlon mami = 
introd. word Loy prep ‘by, near, at’ + kernel ars bIloy mami n phr 
= head ars n ‘bottom’ + attribute brlon mami adj phr = introd word 
brloy prep ‘of’? + kernel mami n ‘yam’. Agent-marker (ju 2nd pers 
pron) omitted in imperative clause. 

T2,2, first el = introd adv naw ‘then’ + aa cl em i go antap ‘it 
go up’ = subj em 3rd pers pron ‘it’ + pred i go antap = am i pm + 
etr go antap vb phr = kernel go vb ‘go’ + compl antap adv ‘up, 
above’. Pronoun em refers to noun mami (12.1). 

T2.2, second cl: aa cl = subj em 3rd pers pron ‘it’ + pred i tu- 
welap = am i pm + ctr duwelap vb ‘swell-up’. Pronoun em refers to 
noun mami (T2.1). Verb ‘tuwelap = 't¢uwel- vb stem ‘swell’ (attested 
only in this combination) + -ap adv. suff ‘up’. 

72.3, first cl = introd adv spos ‘hypothetically, let us assume 
that’ + aa cl ju_no putim = pred (whole cl) = am ju 2nd pers pron 
‘you’ + no neg adv ‘not’ + ctr putim vb ‘put it’. Verb 'putim = 'put 
vb ‘put’ + -1m obj suff, with anaphora for noun-phrase hef 8el 
(T2.1). 

$2.58, second cl: eq cl = pred i lonfela natin ‘(it is) only long 
= am i pm + ctr lonfela natin adj phr ‘only long’ = head lonfela 
adj ‘long’ + attribute natty adv ‘only’. Adjective '‘lonfela = ‘lon 
adj + -fela adj suff. Adverb natIn ‘only’ = adjective natiy ‘empty, 
worthless, bad’, used adverbially. Zero anaphora for subject implied 
in context (noun mami, 72.1). 






































[July 11, 1942] 





q My work on Melanesian Pidgin is being done under the auspices 
of the American Council of Learned Societies. Material for linguis- 
tic analysis has been gathered in interviews with my informants, Miss 
Phyllis M. Kaberry and Messrs. Stephen W. Reed and John W. M. Whiting, 
of the Institute of Human Relations, Yale University, and from writ- 
ten material furnished by Miss Kaberry and Mr. Reed. 





